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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
wes A Letter, . 
To Rev, Nathaniel Cobb, of Rochester. 
. : : Carver, Aug. 25, 1826. 
REY. six.—Permit one who is a firm believer 
in “the restitution of all things,” to commani- 


mon delivered at Mr. Merton’s, (Carver) from 
Lake xvi. 19— 31, on Sabbath evening last; a 
discourse, in my opinion, designed to vindi- 
cate the doctrine of endless hell torments, to 
oppose the doctrine of Universalism, and to 
bring into disrepute its preachers and hearers. 
That this was the design of the discourse, I 
think every candid person then present will al- 


- dow. Although you did not call any particular 


preacher (of this system) by name, when you 
spoke of * the wolves in sheep’s clothing,” &c. 
yet it is obvious the Key. Mr. B***** was in- 
tended, as he had but a short time’ before 
preached a sermon at the next neighbor’s, Mr. 
A. Atwood, from the same text. And, sir, the 
reasen why | notice your sermon in this public 
manner, is because it appeared to me very ex- 
ceptionable, and it manifested in many respects 
that you did vot well understand the system of 
which you so earnestly warned the audience to 
beware, lest by it they be led to endless ruin, 
&c.; it being such a dangerous and licentious 
error! sg 

Sir, Universalists do not preach that mankind 
will be saved, except they believe and love 
God with their whote heart, nor that sinners 
shail be saved in their sins. -Such representa- 
tious are orthodox additions, and.are not found 
‘in the system of impartial salvation. They 
preach that “ God will have all men to be sav- 
ed,”’ notin their sins, but by being regenerated by 
the washing of regeneration, by being reconciled 
to God through the blood of the cross —by being 
made alive in Christ—by being justified freely 
by his grace—finaliy, by being raised incorrupt- 
ible, immortal aud glorious:bodies, like unto 
Christ’s glorious body. Because as “ we have 
borne the image of the earthy,” says the Apos- 
tle, “* we shall also bear the image of the hea- 
venly.” The Universalist’s faith is built and 
founded on the promise of God; the merits 
and unlimited Atonement and Kesurrection of 
his Son Jesus Christ, that ‘‘ because he lives, 
we shall live also,’—and not on the slender, 
sinking fabric of human creeds. The Univer- 
galist preaches that holiness, purity and love, are 
necessary to true happiness; that holiness and 
happiness, as well as sin and misery, are insepa- 
rably connected; whereby “ihe way of the trans- 
gressor is hard;” aad ‘ wisdom’s ways plea- 
santness, and all her paths peace.” And that 
évery man shall be adequately ““recompensed 
according to his works ;” that “ the righteous 
shall be recompensed in the earth, much more 
the wicked and sinner,” for ** God) will by no 
means clear the guilty.” If it can be proved 
that any shall remain, “ finally impenitent,” (and 
not that all shall know the Lord, “ whom to 
know is eternal life,’ and come to the know- 


ledge of the truthas it is in Jesus) then we will] 


admit endless misery, for “the wrath of God 
abideth om unbelievers, and the wicked are like 


ines to you, occasioned by your ser-|. 


! 
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the troubled sea which cannot rest.” But we 
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£661 his tongue, being tormented in a flame ; and 


believe that the time will come when we shall | Lazarus as being in Abraham’s bosom. These 
have no occasion to say to our neighbor and our;circumstances prove it to be a parable and not 


brother, know the Lord, ‘for all will know him 
from the least to the greatest ;” when the wick- 


ed shall net be; yea, if we-diligently consider 


his place, i shall not-be. . Notwithstanding all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God; and the wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all the nations that forget God; yet we be- 
lieve that ‘ all nations that God has made shall 
come and worship before him and glorify his 
name,” that the wickedness of the wicked shall 
come to an end, and the:devil and his works be 
destroyed,and “‘all flesh see the salvation of God.” 
Now, Sir, is it of any great importance to warn 
men to shun this doctrine? Did not the inspir- 
ed writers teach this doctrine? Were they 
wolves in sheep’s clothing ? If not, why do you 
call them.wolves im sheep’s clothing, who now 
teach “good tidings of great joy which shall be 
to all peopie—that God is love 2?” Is it, think 
you, licentious, to preach that every man shall 
be ‘recompensed according to his work ? Is 
it sophistry to preach that ‘the Lord will. not 
cast off forever—that Christ gave himself a ran- 
som for all, to be testified in due time ? when 
the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come 
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy on their 
heads, when they shall obtain.joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and ‘sighing- shall flee away,—and 
that every creature in heaven, in earth, and 
under the earth shall be heard to say, blessing, 
and glory, and honor and power be unto God 
and the Lamb forever andever?’? No Sir, it is 
not. The goodness ef God leadeth to repent- 
ance—Not the fears of an endless bell! they 
may terrify the passions of the weak and nerv- 
ous; but they will never change the heart. I 
shall now proceed to remark on the cases of the 
Rich Man and Lazarus, Judas, &c. from which 
you asserted as a real fact, that hell wasa place 
of endless torment in the future state; but to 
my mind you did not give’ the least shadow of 
proof of such a sentiment. ~'To suppose that the 
parable of the Rich Man wasa literal account; or 
a representation of the future state of the righ- 
teous and wicked appears to involve many difh- 
culties; and very unreconcilable with the com- 
mon opinion of the orthodex. The character 
or conduct of those persons is not mentioned, as 
a reason for their change of circumstance, and 
it represents heaven and-hell as being so near 
together as to hold conversation with.each oth- 
er, and that persons may wish to go from heay- 
en to hell, and from hell to heaven. But why 
should the damned wish to:go to heaven? If the 
common opinion is correct, it would be no heav- 
en to them, for they hate holiness! and. why 
should the saints in heaven wish to go to the 
damned? To relieve some friend? This 
the common opinion does not allow, for they 
suppose the saints will rejoice in the torment of 
their nearest relatives and friends! And Abra- 
ham calls the Rich Man Son ;—Son, remember, 


&c. this is opposed to the common opinion. 'To 


suppose it a literal account is very dificult, 
because the rich man is said to be in torment 
with his eyes, his tongue, end wanted. water to 


a literal account. For a solution of itagreeable 
to scripture and sense, | refer you to the Rev. 
Mr. Ballou’s.sermon.on the subject. To sup- 


‘pose that by the word hell, our Lord meant to 


represent a state of endless misery for the wick- 
ed, is to suppose him to contradict whas he and 
the scriptures declare in many plain and positive 
passages—for we are informed that Christ's 
soul was not left in hell (Hades,) and that David 
was delivered from the lowest hell, and Jonah 
from the belly of hell. | This was all in this 
world, and why you do think the hell in the par- 
able of the rich man was in the future state, 
and endless is unaccountable. And admitting it 
to be a literal account, still we have a reason to 
shew that it does not prove endless misery. 
‘The hell into which the rich man is‘said to 
have gone, is to deliver up its dead, and to be 
utterly destroyed. -We hazard nothing in say- 
ing, there is not an intelligent divine in Chris- 
tendom who will contend that hades (the hell 
mentioned in the text,) is the. place of endless 
punishment. In confirmation of this, see Rev. 
xx. 13, * And death and hell (hades) delivered up 
the dead which were in them.’ Hosea xiii. 14, 
*[ will ransom them from the power of. hades, 
(hell). O death | willbe thy plagues. O hades 
(hell) L will be thy destruction.’ 1 Cor. xv. 55, 
‘OQ death where is thy sting? O grave (hades) 
where is thy victory?’ Hades is the place to 
which the rich man went, and that place is to 
‘give up its dead’—the rich man as well as 
others; they are. to be ‘ransomed from its 
power.’ {t is to be conquered, to boast no vic- 
lory,—nay, it is to be, destroyed. Hence it can- 
not be a place of endless misery, nor can those 
who are committed to it be eternally tormented 
in it.”*. The foregoing is sufficient to shew, that 
hell is not a place of endless torment. For in- 
formation on the word hell, | refer you to Rev. 
Mr. Balfour’s Inquiry. 
_ Sir, what you said of Judas induces me to 
make a few inquiries and remarks on that sub- 
ject. I understood you to say it was a most 
* presumptuous thought’? to supposethat Judas 
was saved, and that he was to sit on one of the 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.— 
You thought when Christ said to his disciples, 
ye which have followed me in the regeneration, 
he excepted Judas and referred to Matthias.— 
Such reasoning, Sir, | think is not conclusive at 
all. If Judas was excepted in this instance, I 
think the passage is unintelligible. See Luke 
xxii. 12, and xxix. 50. And Christ told them, 
‘that every one that hath forsaken houses, or 
brethren or sisters, or father or mother, or wife 
or children, or lands for my name sake shall re- 
ceive an hundred fold, and shall inherit ever- 
lasting life.’ And who will deny that Judas, as 


‘iwell as any of the disciples, had complied 


with this. Nor is it reasonable to suppose that 
out of the multitude Jesus would have ordained 
an enemy to the truth, and one ignorant of re- 
generation to be a herald of the gospel! Would 
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he have given one power against unclean spirit, 
and to beal all manner of diseases; who had 
himself not been healed of the moral disor- 
der of sin? You yourself, Sir, will not allow! 
that Christ calls or appoints any to the ministry 
who are strangers to regeneration, and such as | 
shall finally be saved! Why then do you sup-| 
“Judas was destitute of this preparation. 
when called to the apostleship. It is because | 
if you admit this, you must either clear Judas, 
from endless wrath, or give up the sentiment of| 
the final perseverance of the saints. 
The act of betraying Christ, cannot be a 


greater crime, than the act of crucifying himn—| . 


and these murderers must be saved, or Christ’s 
prayer cannot be answered, ‘ Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.’ It was 
necessary there should be such a character as 
Judas te fulfil the scriptures, and bring about 
the purposes of God in saving the world, And 
though our Saviour called him a devil, a son of 
rdition, yet he could forgive his sins, and save 
is soul, as well as Peter’s who cursed and 
swore, and denied his Master, and was called 
Satan. 

Another objection urged by the advocates of 
endless misery against the salvation of Judas is, 
that Christ said of him, ‘ good were it for that 
man if he had never been born;’ and that he 
hanged himself, and went to his own place. — 
But Sir, | think we no where read that he 
‘hanged himself, and went to his own place,’ 
and intelligent writers deny that he hange: Aim- 
gelf at all! on this, Sir, [ advise youto examine 
your Greek Testament for your satisfaction.— 
And indeed, if this was the case, it proves Ju- 
das to be insane, and insanity cannot be consider- 
édacrime deserving any other punishment than 
that it carries with it. What is said of Judas 

oing to his own place, 1 think is a mistake. I 
think those words respect Matthias, not Judas, 
‘ Thou Lord who knowest the hearts of all men, 
shew whether of these two thou hast chosen, 
that he (who should be chosen) should take part 
of this ministry and apostleship (from which Ju- 
das by transgression fell) that he (which should 
be chosen) might go to his own place,’ or effice. 
This idea appears to be more rational, than to 
suppose Judas had a particular place of damna- 
tion. But admitting those words respected Ju- 
das, it does not in my mind refer to a place in 
the future state. Because it does not say any 
thing about such a state; it says Judas by trans- 
gression fell. He fell when he transgressed. 
When he received the sop satan entered into 
him, and he went immediately out to the chief 

riests, &c. to execute his purposes. It was 

hen he fell from his fellowship and turned 
from the service of his Master, and went to his 
own place. If a minister or an officer, now, 
should commit an attrocious crime, he would be 
excluded from his ministry, or office; and it 
might be justly said of him, that he by trans- 
gression fell, that he might go to his own piace, 
that is, retire to his former or private life. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 


The Half Taught Old Man. 

An honest Old Man labored hard in his field. 
He scattered with his own hand, into the bosom 
of the earth, the seed from which he expected 
the recompense of his labors. 

All at once, under the shade of a great tree, 
a phantom which possessed something of the di- 
vine, presented itself to hiseyes. The old man 
recoiled with fright. 

lam Solomon, said the spirit to him, in an 
enconraging tone. What can employ you 
now? 


canst thou make that 
| years, thou didst send me to 
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If thou art Solomon, replied the man, how 

demand? In my youthful 
the ant: I still ad- 
mire her conduct; and if I am laborious, if I 
amass wealth, I but follow her example. What 
I then learned | now remember. 

Vhou art but half instructed, replied the Sha- 
dow. Return to the ant; she will teach thee, 
that the winter of thy years, is the time for re- 
pose and enjoyment.—Transl. from the French. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
To the American Tract Society. 


Brethren—According to my promise, I will 
attempt to notice the reasoning, which I find 
used inthe Tract entitled Uviversarism Exposen, 
designed to prove future punishment ; by which 
the writer means endless punishment. ‘To es 
tablish this monstrous doctrine, a doctrine which 
is to the last degree dishonorable to God, place 
it on what principle soever it may be, that could 
possibly be invented; a doctrine which indi- 
cates the blackness and depravity of the hearts 
which cordially embrace it, the writer proceeds 
by “three steps.” 

ist. To prove from scripture, ‘ that no in- 
considerable number of mankind have continued 
to be impenitent and unbelieving sinners, under 
every dispensation of the gospel.” 

2d. “hat there will be a general judgment, 
at which those who have thus persevered in 
impenitence and unbelief will be recognized in 
their proper character, and consigned to ever- 
lasting punishment.” 

3dly. The proofs are stated to show, ‘that 
the punishment to which the impeniteat and 
unbelieving will be consigned is everlasting.” 

In the first place, Brethren, let us look at 
this subject as a whole. ‘lhe amount is this, 
All of the human family, from Adam to the pre- 
sent time, who have not known and obeyed the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, and who have lett this 
life in this state of ignorance are sure of being 
eternally punished, in what you suppose the 
scriptures call “a fire that never shall be 
quenched, a lake of fire and brimstone,” &c. &c. 
[ presume, Brethren, that none of you, who are 
well informed, believe that more than one in 
ten of the human family have ever even heard 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ; or that more than 
one in fifty, have ever been in circumstances 
which have any more fayored their understand- 
ing or believing it, than are the circumstances 
in which the people of New-England are born 
and educated, favorable to their believing in the 
Shasters of India and the religion and worship 
of Juggernaut. Andl presume that you will 
not pretend, that more than ope in one hundred 
of the human family, above described, can, with 
the least propriety, be reckoned amongst the 
genuine disciples of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Let me ask you the question, in this place, why 
should our Creatersconsign millions of rationa! 
creatures to a state of endless torment, because 
they did not understand and embrace a religion, 
which they never heard of in their lives? 

You contend, that there is to be a general 
judgment, for the purpose of recognizing man- 
kind in their true characters, that this judgment 
is to be ina future state, and that it is for the 
purpose of administering exact and pure justice 
toevery individual. Suppose ail this to be fact, 
can you account for. the decision which you 
have already made, in which you have consign- 
ed every soul of the human race to endless per- 
dition, whose unavoidable circumstances of ex- 
istence have rendered it impossible for them to 


know any thing of that religion, a knowledge 
of which you have made the condition of jus- 
tification at the general judgment? — 

I anticipate your reply ; you will tell me, that 
our reason has nothing to do in this case, that 
what the scriptures teach we are bound to be- 
leve on pain of damnation, But, Brethren, 
will you not consent to use reason so far as to 
ask the cautious question, Do the scriptures cer- 
tainly teach what is so shocking to reason? L 
feel it deeply impressed on my mind, earnestly 
to entreat you and every one to ask the question, 
and bring it to a just solution, whether God 
would implant reason in us, aad then make a 
revelation, and present it for us to understand 
and accept, which outrages our reason with 
what appears to be the most abominable injus- 
tice? To my apprehension, it ought to sat- 
isfy every candid person, that the scriptures are 
not rightly understood, when explained or ap- 
plied to support a doctrine, which for injustice» 
and cruelty, goes beyond the most inhtwman bar- 
barity ever practiced by the tyrants of the 
earth. But, you, Brethren, your self-styled 
doctors of divinity, your preachers, and writers 
of ‘Tracts, are employed in using the sacred writ- 
ings in this way. And what, to my entire con- 
viction, betrays your dishonesty and deep hy- 
pocrisy, is, you make use of scripture passages 
for the purpose of supporting this cruel doctrine, 
which have not, even the appearance of sup- 
porting avy such sentiment. I will notice some 
instances of this sort. 

On the subject of a general judgment, a subject 
on which your doctors and writers so much de- 
pend for the maintainance of this system of cru- 
elty, the writer of this ‘l'ract cites Eecle. iii. 17, 
“1 said in mine heart, God shall judge the righ- 
teous and the wicked.” This passage is cited 
to prove that there will be a general judgment, 
in the future state, for the purpose of consigning 
the milhons of the human family to eternal mis- 
ery, who have never heard of the gospel, be- 
cause they did not, in this life embrace it! Yes, 
Brethren, this is the way by which you discover 
that there is corruption im your hearts. Neith- 
er in the passage itself nor its connexion is there 
the most distant intimation that the judgment 
mentioned is to be ina future world, or that it ig 
to be what is called a general judgment day, or 
that it at all regards the question, whether men 
have embraced the religion of Jesus Christ, or 
not. The writer of the Tract next cites Eccle. 
xii. 14, Mor God shall bring every work into 
judgment with every secret thing, whether jt 
be good, or whether it be evil.” There ig 
nothing here which has the least appearance of - 
such a judgment as the writer endeavors to 
support by it. Now, Brethren, what do you 
suppose people, of sound reason, must think of 
such conduct in those who pretend to be teach- 
ers of divine truth? All who give themselves 
the trouble to examine such proceedings, will 
net hesitate to condemn them as the very worst 
of deception. The writer ef the Tract makes 
no attempt to show in what possible way such 
passages apply to what he endeavors to support 
by them. No, this would be dangerous: it 
would naturally cail on the reader to exercise 
his reason in judging whether the scriptures 
thus applied, do, in reality mean what the wrie 
ter endeavors to support by them. Butthe fact 
is, there is not a man of sound judgment in the 
world, if he should be candid, who would pre-— 
tend that such passages prove any such thing. 
The way then to deceive, inthis matter is, first 
to state the thing to be proved, and then quote 
some passages in which some word is found, 
which is used in the statement, and then besure 
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to add an air of triumph, as if the thing was| neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 


proved by a cloud of witness, and be careful to 
leave the subject while the sensation of this tri- 
umph lasts. [gnorant, superstitious people are 
continued such by such deceptive arts ; and such 
people are your sole dependence. I will give 
a specimen of this kind of fraud, found in the 
Tract, which | am noticing. 1st. What is the 
thing to be proved? Answer, that there will be 
in the future state, a day of general judgment, 
at which every individual of mankind will be re- 
coguized in his real characier, and all who have 
not obeyed the gospel be consigned’ to endless 
punishment. Now for the scripture proof: 
See Acts xvii. 30, 3i, “And the times of this ig- 
norance God winked at, but now commandeth all 
men every. where to repent: because he hath 
appointed a day in the which he will judge the 
world in righteousness, by that man whom he 
hath ordained.” Here the words all men are 
used, also the words a day, also the word judge ; 
therefore the passage proves the whole of the 
proposition! But suppose the writer had been 
honest and candid, suppose he had first said, 
we will try, with all possible circumspection, 
to understand what this passage of scripture 
means. We will see if it does in fact support 
the common doctrine of a future general judg- 
ment; and then had he proceeded to examine 
the passage, he would have seen, at once, that 
in room of supporting such an idea, something 
entirely different is meant, and the old idea di- 
rectly excluded. No candid person can help 
seeing, that the old Gentiles, who lived in the 
times of ignorance, at which, the Apostle says, 
God winked, are not included, as the subjects of 
the judgment mentioned in the text, and yet 
the very proposition which the text is design- 
ed by the writer to support, inclndes these old 
Gentiles, and consigns them all to endless mise- 
ry, for not knowing and for not embracing the 
gospel! 

Another passage which the writer of the tract 
cites, for proof of the same proposition, is Rom. 
ii. 12, 16.—** For as many as have sinned with- 
out law, shall also perish without law; and as 
many as have sinned in the law, shall be judged 
by the law; in the day when God shall judge 
the secrets of men, by Jesus Christ, accarding 
to my gospel.” Here the word judged is used, 
also in the day occurs; therefore the whole of 
the proposition is proved! But is there any 
thing said about a futare state? No. Is it in- 
dicated that all mankind will be judged at one 
and the same time? No. Is there any intima- 
tion that nearly all mankind. or even any, will, 
at this judgment, be consigned to endless. pun- 
ishment? No. What is the reason the writer 
did not attempt to show, that the text, which he 
quoted, necessarily proves the proposition to 
which he applied it? Because suchan attempt 
would have endangered the fraud! Nothing is 
more evident, nothing more clear, by the Apos- 
tle’s argument, from which the foregoing pas- 
sage is quoted, than that all mankind were in 
one condition of condemnation, by thelaw. See 
his conclusion etated in'the 3d chapter, verses 
9,10. What then?—Are we better than they ? 
No, in no wise; for we have before proved, 
both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under 
sin; as it is written, ‘there is none righteous, 
no, not one.” 
~ Another instance of very apparent deceit is 
where the writer undertakes to prove that fu- 
ture punishment will be endless. In proof of 
this proposition, he quotes 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10.— 


“ Know ye-not, that the unrighteous shall not! with them to be rigidly moral. 
| wil doubt that morality is the foundation of re- 


inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived ; 


nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with 
mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk- 
ards, nor revellers, nor extortioners, shall in- 
herit the kingdom of God.” The next wotds 
are, “* And such were some of you; but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justi- 
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
spirit of our God.” Thus these verses together, 
in room of proving that such vile characters are 
to be forever excluded from the favor of God, 
prove that they are the proper subjects of that 
purifying grace which can fit them for a holy 
and happy existence. The careful omission of 
the last verse above quoted shows too plainly 
the design of the writer to deceive? -Many 
other instances of deceit might be shown from 
this little tract of eight pages; but the work is 
unpleasant. 

Brethren, I know I am very much blamed by 
many for accusing you of deceit; but you have 
compelled me to believe that you practice it, 
and my conscience compels me to lay it to your 
charge. I now call on you to produce one pas- 
sage that necessarily applies to a day of general 
judgment in the future world, where ali who 
shall have died ignorant of the gospel will be 
consigned to endless punishment. And when 
you have found this one text, 1 beseech you to 
attend to it, and show that this must be its 
meaning, according to what it says, and accord- 
ing to the argument or subject relative to which 
it was originally pennee. If you neglect to do 
this, you will add another proof of your deter- 
mined hypocrisy, which is by no means want- 
ing to convince the candid of the deplorable 
fact. H. B 
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Morality and Religion. 
MESSRS. ED!ITORS,— 

Can Morality subsist with Irreligion? —Mo- 
rality is doing to others as we wish they should 
do to us; it consists in benevolence and charity, 
in a proper discharge of the duties we owe 
each other. Religion teaches us to “ love mer- 
cy, and walk humbly before God ;” it is the 
promptings of an inward mentor, ' that teaches 
us we shall live hereafter; the aspirations of 
that undefinable substance the soul, forever pro- 
gressing from one degree of perfection to ano- 
ther, and still reaching beyond its ken,’ demon- 
strating that if here it first expands it is only 
as an exotic, that a more congenial region and 
less transient summers must witness its perfect 


ligion, or believe religion can exist without 
moral virtue. It therefore appears to me that 
irceligion is incompatible with true morality.— 
When I see an infidel really virtuous, or a scep- 
tic truly moral, I will grant this connexion does 
not exist ; but while the nature of man requires 
fixed principles to excite virtuous actions, it is 
evident the moral is the religious man. Enthu- 
siasm may lead its votaries to a different con- 
clusion ; they may bring in the whole regalia 
of superhuman powers—and, when they cannot 
convince, try to confound by assertions common 
sense Cannot understand ; yet reason teaches us, 
that to be happy it is simply necessary to be 
virtuous ;—and this includes all for which I 
contend. eo 

Morality contains all the principles that con- 
stitute Religion. For what was religion intend- 
ed? Not to establish a splendid hierarchy, nor 
that we might swell the honors of our Creator ; 
for what can we, creatures of the dust, and be- 
ings of a moment, do to reflect honor upon the 
Architect of the Universe? Reason at once 
shows that the design of religion is to make men 
better here, and happier hereafter; and if being 
virtuous here is an earnest of happiness hereaf- 
ter, then morality produces the effect of reli- 
gion. : 

By morality I do not mean that surface mo- 
rality that prevents the committal of any thing 
flagitiously bad, which indeed is not morality, 
but respect for the opinions of mankind.— 
There is no feeling stronger than fear of con- 
tempt, and this is sufficient to deter men from 
committing any’ flagrant outrage of moral jus- 
tice; but I mean morality in its broad extent, 
an active, deep-seated principle. It is not 
enough to possess negative virtues; we must 
exert positive ones. That we commit no harm 
is not sufficient; we must do some good. Mo- 
rality like this is so blended with religion, we 
cannot separate one without scattering both. 
They are like the hues of the rainbow; we see 
the varied and gorgeous colors, but they blend 
with such exquisite beauty, ‘‘ shade so softening 
into shade,” that where this commences or that 
ends we cannot tell; and we feel that to pluck 
forth one would be to destroy the whole. y 


MINUTES 
Of the Proceedings of the ** Rockingham Associa- 
tion of Universalists,” convened at Meredith 
Bridge, N. H, Aug. 23, 1826. 
Having convened in the Court-House, and 
addressed the Throne of Grace with Br. Lemuel 


expansion, and be the seed of its full blown per-) wijlis, proceeded to organize the Council, by 


fection. Morality is parent of the social vir- 
tues; Religion, the fountain from whence flows 
the higher attainments of the soul. Morality is 
the tie that binds us to each other; Religion, 
the chain that connects us to eternity. Morali- 
ty teaches the duties we owe our fellow beings ; 
4Religion, those we owe our God ;—one3teaches 
tis what we showld be*as men, andthe other 
as Christians; that makes us happier here— 
this gives us ‘ hope of an hereafter.” 

True religion cannot exist without morality, 
neither can morality be perfect without reli- 
gion. There is the same connexion between 
them as between a foundation and building ; 
the structure cannot be erected without the 
foundation; the foundation without the edifice 
is useless. Many affect to contemn what they 
term mere morality ; but Ll never saw the per- 
son who does not wish others in their dealings 
I think no one 


Ist. Choosing Br, Russell Streeter, Moderator. 


2d. bs Br. Lemuel Willis, Clerk. 
3d. se Br. Lafayette Mace, .4ss’t Clerk, 
4th. 2... *¢ Brs. Mace, Willis and Bell, a 


Committee to receive applications for Fellow- 
ship and Ordination, and report to this Council 
as soon as convenient. 

5th. Read a letter from Eaton, N. H. con- 
taining information that a Society had recently 
been organized in that place, and requested ad- 
mission into fellowship with this Association ; 
which request was granted. 

6th. Made arrangements for the exercises of 
the sanctuary. 

Order of Service. Wednesday, A. M. 

Introductory Prayer by Br. R. Streeter; Ser 
mon by Br. Henry Hawkins, from Rev. xix. 10, 
Concluding Prayer by Br. Wm. Bell. 

Wednesday, PM. 
First Prayer by Br. M. P. Morgan; Sermon 
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by Br. L. Willis, from Gal. vi. 15; last Prayer 
by Br. BE. Vose, 
Having met in Council at half past four P.M. | 
Tth. Voted, That a Committee of three be) 
appointed to draft a Consritution for the regula-| 
tion of the members of this Association, to be 


this Council recommend that said Constitution 
embrace the “ Articles of Faith” primarily a- 
depted by the General Convention of Univer- 
salists. 

8th. Appointed Brs. E. Turner, L. Willis and 
W. Bell, on the above Committee. 


HBoening Service at the Court-House. 


Introductory Prayer by Br. L. Willis; Ser- 
mon by Br. Wm. Bell, from James i. 20; Giy- 
ing of Thanks by Br. R. Streeter. 

Met according to adjournment, on Thursday 
morning, and after mutually realizing our obli- 
gations to the Preserver of life, proceeded to 
business. 

9th. The Committee on Ordination, &c. re- 
ported in favor of granting letters of fellowship 
to Br. M. P. Morgan, of Plainfield, N. H. and of 
conferring Ordination on Br. Ezekiel Vose, of 
New London, N. H. whose services for several 
years pastin thatvicinity have shewn him to be 
“a good minister of Jesus Christ”; the report 
was accepted. 

10th, Made arrangements for the services at 
the Meeting-House. 


Order of Public Worship. Thursday, A. M. 
‘First Prayer by Br. Hawkins ; Sermon by Br. 
L. Mace, from | Peter iii. 15; last Prayer by 
Br. R. Streeter. 
Thursday, P.M. Ordination of Br. Vose. 
Introductory Prayer by Br. L. Mace; Sermon 
by Br. R. Streeter, from Rom. xii. 1, 2; Con- 
secrating Prayer by Br. H. Hawkins ; Charge by 
Br. L. Mace; Right Hand of Fellowship by Br. 
L. Willis; Concluding Prayer by Br. L. Willis: 
Benediction by Br. K. Streeter. 
Having again convened in Council, 
lith, Voted, That the minutes of this Session 
be published in the “ Christian Intelligencer,” 
Portland, Me. and that Br. R. Russell be re- 
quested to append a Circular Letter. 
12th. Voted, That this Association adjonrn, 
to meet, by Divine permission, at Eaton, N. H. 
ou the fourth Wednesday and Thursday in Au- 
gust, 1827. 
13th. Closed the Session of the Council by 
devout thanks, praise and prayer, by Br. J. Gil- 
man. 
L. WILLIS, 
L. MACE, 


ee 
TIME WELL CHOSEN. 


The following anecdote furnishes an exception to 
the general character of Louis XI, or else he has 
been grossly m isrepresented by Biographers. 


} Clerks. 


“Louis XI, being at prayer in a church. a 
poor clerk embraced the opportunity to inform 
him, that after having been in prison for a debt 
of fifteen handred livres, he was about to be ar- 
rested for the same sum, and that he was abso- 
lately without means of payment, The King 
paid it in an instant, end said to him, you haye 
well chosen your time; it is just that 1 have 
pity on the unfortunate, since [| supplicate God 
to have pity on me.” 


Translated from the French of Duclos. 


| gloom, and who has been enlightened to behold Jesus, the 


|lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world. 


resented for their consideration and adoption, | 71 cosh agw afflicted with blindness, and. much bodily dis 


facceptable, at our next annual session; and! 


“\ rom the (Hartford) Religious Taqalreri! 


The following lines were composed by a lady, who has 
passed through the horror and darkness of believing in the 
doctrine of endless misery, in the midst of sickness and 


| tress, she enjoys sweet peace of soul, and in the apparent- 
ly near approach of death, experienced the support of her 
| faith, and the consolation of her unwavering trust in God. 


CONSOLATION IN AFFLICTION. 
OUR FATHER. 


Our God, our true, unchanging Friend, 
Our Father, thou art all to me ; 

What raptures in these titles blend! 

O teach me, child-like, to depend, - 
And let my spirit rest in thee. 


Thou art our Father; trusting still, 

I'll cleave to thee, though griefs assail, 
O let me sink into thy will, 

Believing love can work no ill, 

For thy compassions never fail. 


Thou art our Father; O ‘tis sweet, 

Tn truth’s unerring words to rest; 

WV hat thou ordain’st resign’d to meet, 
To lie submissive at thy feet, 

Or lean upon thy faithful breast. 


Thou art our Father; still the choice 

To love and praise thee must be mine; 

By inspiration’s sacred voice, 

Thou bidd’st this spacious earth rejoice, 
Because thou reign’st, and power is thine, 


Thou art my Father, blissful thought! 
And O my Father, thou art God! 
Consoling truths with transports franght! 
I trace the wonders love hath wrought, 
In all the steps my feet have trod. 


Thou art our Father, we are thine, 
I hail sweet Mercy’s boundless rays, 
I hear thee say all souls are mine, 

I see impartial goodness shine, 

In all thy works, in all thy ways. 


Our Father God, thy power assert, 
And set thy weary captives free, 

Unshaken confidence impart, 

O rend the veil from every heart, 


And haste the glorious jubilee. M. W. 


oS SES 
MURDER OF AN AMERICAN CONSUL. 


The following letter from a gentleman to his father in 
this city, dated Bogota, 19th of July, gives the particulars 
of the Murder of Mr. Fudger, the Amercan consul for the 
port of Santa Martha, 


‘* With feelings of the deepest regret I have to inform you 
of the death of our mutual friend, J H ZB. Fudzer, Esq. 
[of Dorchester, Mass:} the ‘ merican € ‘onsul, who was 
most inhumanly murdered in his own bed on the night of 
the 13thinst. He was stabbed through the heart with his 
own sword; his throat cut from ear fo ear; and his trunks 
rifled of their contents. Several persons are in prison on 
suspicion; but ovr police is so defective, that I am afraid 
the perpeirators will escape. His funeral took place the 
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The revered La Faverir®, the benefaetor of Ameries, 
‘the noble hearted and: chivalrous deferider of freedom,’ 
entered on Wednesday last, his sevenvienm year, May 
he live yet many years to enjoy the generoun acknowledg, 
ment made b\ he citizens of the United States, in return 
for his sacrifices in their behalf,—is the prayer of mil- 

lions. — Pat. %, 


A horse, (says the Philadelphia Bros) Mella 

been bit by a mad dog, and to have been mad for t) 

two PR out ofa stable at the Orange | ree, in Sixth 
Street, and galloped violently down to Green-street, where 
he fell on a heap of bricks, and was killed by the people. 
‘The horse was valuable, and the property of 1. Camac, 
Esq. He had attempted and was near making his way into 
a tavern, the keeper of which and his guests, were exceed- 
ingly alarmed, ; 


A curious trial took place at Agen, in France, a short 
time ago. A Mr. Ines Bazelle, a respectable merchant, 
being at the Circus of that place during the performance of 


'|# piece in which a young Greek was heroically defending 


a standard, in the enthusiasm of the moment, shouted a« 
loud, ‘ long live the Greeks in spite of the government, 
and death to the ‘'urks !’ For this offence he was arrest~ 
ed and brought before the tribunal, the officer of the Crown 
demanding that he should be fined and imprisoned. ‘i he 
jury, however, without hesitation accquitted him. ; 

(™. ¥.) htower. 
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MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

By Rev. Mr. Knowles, Mr. Samuel A. Shed to Miss 
Lucretia Pinkam, ' ¢ 

By Rey. Mr. Ware, Mr. 
Washburn. 

Capt. Enoch Bowden, of Mount Desert, to Mrs. Bet- 
sey Lombard, of Orleans. ‘ 

By Rev. Mr. Wisner, Mr. Joseph E. Brown to Mise 
Lucy B. Manning, a 
a_i 

DIED IN THIS CITy, . 

Mr. George Fuller, aged 24. Mrs. Dorcas Moore, 47, 
Mr. Levi Webster, 47. Mr. Joseph Jeffts, 72. Mr. 
James Adams, 22. Mr. James Peterson, 42. Thomas 
W. Shed, 19, late of ship Beverly of Boston. Sarah Saf- 
ford ‘i hwing, 5. 

In Lancaster, the first inst. Mr. Robert Townsend, 
65 vears. 

In Princeton, Joseph Henry, 
F. Baker, 15 months. 


LIFE OF MURRAY. 


BOWEN & CUSHING 
PROPOSE PUBLISHING BY SJHSCRIPTION, 
A SECOND EDITION, 
OF THE 


LIFE OF REV. JOHN MURRAY, 


First Preacher of Universalismin America. 


Nahum Ball to Miss Mary 


youngest child of Henry 


WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 


This work. which is so well known as to render a re- 
commendation unnecessary, is now out of print, and re- 
peated inquiries having been made for it, it is thought that 
a second edition, printed in a neat and handsome style, 
would meet with encouragement. They are therefore in- 
duced, in compliance with the wishes of a number of their 
friends. to undertake the publication if a sufficient number. 
of subscribers should be obtained tO warrant its success. 


Conditions.—It will be printed in a heat duodecime 
form, on good paper and heudséme type, and will contain 
about 350 pages, accompanied with a well eagrayed and 
correct likeness of the author, and delivered to subscribers 
at $1,25 handsomely bound and lettered, or $1 in boards. 
Those who become accountable for «ix copies will be en- 
titled to a seventh gratis. The work will be put to press 
as soon as a sufficient number of subseribers are obiained. 
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following day, and was attended by a large concourse of | Persons holding subscription papers are requested to make 


citizens and foreigners. 
cerly mourn his lossand regret that their city has become 
the scene of <o foul a deed 
“Government has given orders to all the civil and mili- 
tary authorities, to spare no exertion to discover the mur- 
i gel: and St. Ravenga, Secretary of foreign affairs, is 
particularly active on the occasion. 


The inhabitants of Bogota sin-| ‘eturns by the !st of Oct 


ober next, 
unnecessary delay in the publication, 
Boston, Ava. 26, 1826. 


that there may be ne 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“«W. B.” in anger to «© Canvon,” is i 
deferred until next week, 


